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Surveys on the Native Fruit Trees in Akita Prefecture
1. A Survey of Japanese Persimmon Trees
Hiroshi Suzuki, Sadao Tanno and Tatsuo Taguchi

Summary

From autumn 1978 to the next year, a survey was made of the native varieties of
Japanese persimmon trees grown in Akita Prefecture.

1. Yokote persimmons

Known as Yokote persimmon trees, there are 2 varieties (Izaemon and Uzaemon), both
of which are astringent.

a) Izaemon

Izaemon tree occurs scattered in the building lots of Yokote City and its outskirts, and
grown already giant. Its fruit has 76g on an average, hosta shape (like a round conic),
round cross-section, and 9 to 10 loculi. It also has orange color, rather hard flesh, medium
amount of juice and a little light taste. Its maturation period is late October. It is a polina-
tion variant astringent persimmon, without formation of male flowers and is available as
removed astringenby.

h) Uzaemon

Uzaemon tree which also occurs scattered in Yokote City and its outskirts, is fewer
than the former tree. Its fruit has 156 g on an average, rather flat shape, round cross-sec-
tion and 9 to 10 loculi. It also has orange-vermillion color, soft flesh and medium to sligtly
much amount of juice. Its maturation period is middle October. It is a polimation variant
astringent persimmon with a little formation of male flowers and is available as mellowed
persimmon.

2. Kumoshikari persimmon ,

Kumoshikari persimmon tree occurs scattered in the building lots and about the fields
of Kakunodate-cho Kumoshikari, and grown already giant. Its fruit has 42 g on an average,
flat shape, square cross-section, and 8 loculi with 5.5 seeds per fruit. It also has orange-
yellow to yellow color, rather hard flesh and medium amount of juice. Its maturation period
is late October. It is a polination variant astrigent persimmon without formation of male
flowers and is available as removed astringency.

3. Matsubara persimmon

Matsubara persimmon tree occurs scattered in building lots of Matsubara in Akita
City and grown already giant. Its fruit has 37 g on an average, round shape, round cross-
section, 8 loculi medium but seedless. It also has orange-yellow color, gamopetalous flower-
shaped ring crest, delicate flesh and abundant juice. Its maturation period is late October.
It is a polination constant astringent, without formation of male flowers and is available
as removed astringency.

The above four varieties, which are all local varieties, had formerly been distributed
on local market, but now are left on trees as they are to be cut down gradually except
that they are harvested for domestic use at most.






